The Church of God’s “English Connection”
 

Seventeenth Century Puritans have gotten a bad rap.  Especially in today’s America, say the word “Puritan,” and you bring to mind stern, humorless, strict, mean-spirited, intolerant religious bigots, who settled New England in the 1600s, and continued to have considerable influence through the 1700s.

However, the press is wrong.  Puritans strove to reform the “Reformed” Anglican Church in Great Britain.  They were sincere Bible students who believed in the primacy of Scripture, and sought to conform their lives, as much as possible, to the Bible.  The Seventeenth Century English Puritan movement was the seedbed for a resurgence of Sabbatariansim, and the teachings of John Traske, Theophilus Brabourne, Francis and Thomas Bampfield, Edward Stennett, and other Seventh Day Baptists.

Seventh-day Adventist scholar Bryan W. Ball, in his 252-page book, The English Connection:  The Puritan Roots of Seventh-day Adventist Belief, thoroughly examines seventeenth century Puritan writings, and compares them with the beliefs of modern Sabbatarians.  There are many similarities.  Many Puritans had a view of Scripture, Jesus, believer’s baptism, the nature of man, the Ten Commandments, the return of Christ, Prophecy, and the World to Come, that are strikingly similar to modern Church of God belief.  Most Puritans revered the Ten Commandments as God’s immutable Moral Law.  Yet, few Puritans took the next logical step, to see that the Fourth Commandment is the seventh day, Saturday, and there is no Bible authority for a change in the Sabbath commandment from Saturday to Sunday.  Traske, Brabourne, Bampfield, etc., were exceptions.  These Sabbatarians wanted to purify Puritanism, to continue the path of getting back to the faith once delivered to the saints.

Bryan Ball shows that we Sabbatarians of today have an “English Connection.”  The first Christian Sabbath-keeping Church in America was founded in 1671 by Stephen Mumford, a member of the Sabbatarian Baptist Church of London.  The growth of Seventh Day Baptists in America was supported by their sister churches in Britain.

To obtain The English Connection:  The Puritan Roots of Seventh-day Adventist Belief, see our website, www.giveshare.org/amazon.  Or, you may send a donation of $36 to Giving & Sharing, PO Box 100, Neck City, MO 64849.

 

